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Howies Scuba

e

Home Contact Us Disclaimer Buddies Facebook  About-Me

Dive

Dive Sites

L Within this area you find the collection of dive
i LN Sl A sites, and information about Shore Dives suitable for
Y. the Novice Diver.

Creature feature

Here is a collection of some of the Perth marine life |
have encountered during my dives, and my attempt to
identify the marine life.
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http://www.howiesscuba.com/dive.ph
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i . ﬁa-ater Phatographic Sactoty

Competithons - Gallerles -~ Blonthiy Dive Contact Club infarmation -~

The West Australion Underwater Photographic Society (WALRPE] is a non-profit
organisation svhich was established and incorparted in Jarseary, 1954,

WALPS s a membes of the The Wesh Australian Photographic Federation Inc [WARPE)
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!nwarmwa[ersahalthndv welsuit or a fullbody rashie[steamer(protection agalnst sungm s] suthces Maybe aBmm wetsuit (3 kg). We experienced few stingers whilst diving.
In South East Asia diving, there is typically a mixture of wetsuits onboard, and the waters are warm enough just for the rashie or half-body wetsuit. Hoods are optional.
My dive buddy - Rob - tends 1o use a half-body wetsuit, | tend 1o useat‘ull hodz.r rashqe pius hm:nd In culdm waters, 5- ?mm we{suum suir. GraLwacmeueﬂ?

Long tail boats make white t-shirts rusty green so try a dark rashie, a f‘ImawI I‘EIShIE ora mllllmene [hICk wetsuit top. Butgel full- slewes for pmtectmn agalnst an-,.r qnngm 5.
Same for long Bombay Bloomer bottoms. Invest in'luflnegal | foun I very extra hundred grams impacted on the luggage allowance, as it did 1o the total I volume

Ifyou are doing a lot of beach diving, you may like sirong boots @ 0.82 kilos toral + large volume. Or you may be doing boat diving and choose (reediving solt boots @ 0.12
kilos total. | have used the soft boots on boat and shore dives. No problems. You may like fo use a 3mm hood or just a rashie hood (maybe even just against sunburn).

To help with focussing and stability, | suggest a rubberised plastic glove: anchor yourself underwater on a rock! But most places may forbid gloves.
Never hold, touch, kick or stand on coral or other fragile structures. It is too precious. And watch out for Moray Eels under rocks. You may think they love you, but that's Amore!

P 2 . Everything you takes up volume and/orweight. Plan carefully!
© Commercial images are copyright their owners. S DHCI{' b ' ' ' L oi ) - 5



(see also Diving Equipment).

4 b

Fins, mask, snorkel: You will need anti-fog lotion. Just use a clean finger to rub it into the glass (no sun screen fingers). Maybe consider smaller Travel Fins?

You could hire almost all the gear you need (including BCD, regulator, etc) at the typical Dive Centre. What is the cost vs. the cost of extra luggage/inconvenience of carrying it.
Bur always take your own dive computer and ensure that the Regulator has the appropriate connection. See later discussion on masks, and section on Packing.

Regulator + Octopus: Make certain it is protected in your luggage - a diving trip depends on that. The mouthpieces shown are protected with plastic bubble wrap because they
hang in my garage where there are creepy crawlies. Imagine inhaling a spider when you are 10 merres down... See later Section on Packing as well.

BCD : You could hire this at the resort because itis very bulky - made my luggage look like itwas pregnant. There are also Travel BCDs. See later Section on Packing as well.

Weight Belts or similar: It is unlikely that you will be taking weights due to aircraft weight restrictions, butifyou have integrated weights, don't forget to take those holders.

Cylinders : It is unlikely that you will take cylinders BUT make certain you check what type of connectors - yoke or DIN - that are used in the destination dive resort.

Accessories: We were told that new divers festoon themselves with accessories to become a christmas tree of baubles. We realised we needed to minimise the accessories so
they did not get in the way but thatwe also had all the needed ones! We had small but functional knives, lanyards for camera gear, and carabiners for UW accessories on BCD.

Pokey stick: It was not obvious before
we started diving, but the "pokey stick”
was invaluable: protection from bump-
ing into the cliff wall and delicate coral,
useful for investigating holes, necessary
for anchoring yourself in the sandy sea
floor even in a minimal current. This
meant that you were stable and station-
ary whilst composing and taking photo-
graphs. It was also used quite a lot for

Chest Pouch: A very useful accessory -
the BCD chest strap went through the
pouch’s back straps. Lenses | SMCs for
the housing were in there: the PTMC-01
and the PTWC-01 (but see later UW rig ).
Easy access and convenient. Room for
more things. It had a front zippable
pocket where the rescue sausage sal.

The chest strap buckle was positioned
such that it was a quick release in case

Vinegar: Although not needed, we
included vinegar in case of stingers. This
can be a problem in South east Asia as il
is in northern Australia in summer.

"Box jellyfish - Chironex fleckeri a Box
jellyfish with many tentacles arising
from each corner of its clear bell and the
smaller Irukandji, a box jellyfish with a
single rentacle arising in each corner -
are among the world's deadliest crea-

tapping on our tanks for atiracting other  of emergencies. - tures.” Vinegarwon't help here...

diver’s attention. Getone! Vinegar

Our dive guide on our last dive had a small tin filled with metal balls attached to his BCD. He would shake this fin to get our attention. This was excellent, bur gave us a "have we
been naughty” Pavlovian response after awhile. We are thinking of using something similar - might be a useful alternative to tapping on our ranks.

Don't forget sunscreen, a reusable bottle of water, and see later information on spare parts, etc. Do you have any specific gear that requires spares and would kill a dive tour

itvou did not have enare narte? What about a Drv Baa for on the boar o keen vour candwiches dr!

G



Shmilow Lighi

A diving light can be very beneficial on murky dives or when at depths of 15+ metres. You can use a “cheapy” that is really only useful at very close distances (above left image)
or spend many hundreds of dollars on a powerful 1000+ lumens one. Remember that you still have to hold it, or use a Goodman type handle (see here for an explanation or
here for images). But remember: unless you are an octopus, holding a "pokey stick”, a "camera” and a "light”, as well as checking your dive computer becomes impossible. A
light artached ro the camera housing tray seems to work well, as does a Goodman handle on the "pokey stick™ hand.

The typical plastic mask holder is very useful (last three images above). It can be used to protect your dive computer in transit and also on the boat (2““ image above, wrapped
in bubble wrap). And there is enough space to also protect any lens attachments, torch or similar. Easily labelled and also easy accessibility to the contents. They are also great
for your "spares” kit (3" image above) for mask, snorkel, fins, as well as silicone grease, o-rings, spanners, efc. The lasi image above shows exira SD cards and batteries vel-
cro’ed onto the fop inner side of a case. These are things that you might/will need on the boat but want protected and splash-safe. (A Dry Bag??)

My dive buddy correctly suggested that we should choose a berter dive computer rather than the one in
the "package” deal from Dolphin Scuba. And by "berter” he meant "with larger digits on the screen”. This
was a really great forward-thinking insight that we have never regrefied. Your life depends on being
able to see and get information from your dive computer. Old eyes need big digits. This model also lets
us download the dive information onto a PC for reviewing. Great for learning as a beginner. See the next
pagewith a typical Dive Graph.

One interesting thing happened on our dives in Manado - our dive computer alarms would go off under-
water, alerting us 1o various things. We had set things like "Dive turn time”, "Pressure remaining”, and
"Depth” for our shore dives in West Australia. A fellow diver in Manado said rhar the alarms were annoy -
ing because they interrupted the dive. | adjusted them that night for more realistic boat-diving condi-
tions. But again there were complaints on subsequent dives when they again went off when those new
conditions were met. | thought about it, and told the complaining divers, that as a new diver, these were
important to me and that they served a very important task: reminding me - a newbie - when | was
doing or about 1o do something bad. The divers reluctantly agreed. Don't take risks for the convenience
of more experienced divers.

As we become more experienced, | am sure we will obtain and use other gear. Both of us have pur-
chased more underwarer camera gear.

The next page shows a rypical dive graph from our dive computers. This helps us master our diving, and then we master our underwater photography.
But before we can take really good photographs, we needed to be able 1o focus on small critters. That is, we needed proper masks, ones that could cater for our ageing eyesight.
7



As you would expect for a watery Photojourney, cameras and diving gear feature prominently. One of our suitcases looked like a pregnant pasty when pa-::ked full uf‘the neces-

smes T\fplcaliy anlmes gwe !_mu ahﬂur 230r24 Icgs t‘m your luggage allowance but | exceeded that - 30 kgs for all my gear. Rob came in lighter. |t is important 1o checl these
vith the airline ar fi hleg of your Photojourney. See later Section on Packing as well.

The fnur of us nor malh.r lake sweral ﬂlvmpus unde:'water cameras(TG-4, TG-5), 3 high-end Olympus mirrorless cameras (2 x E-M1, E-M1 MKII), and various smartphones.

We also take "normal” camera accessories such as lenses, flashes, housmgs sirobes, card |ead2|s chargers, eic. In a week -::-fcllwng one diver can easily take over 3000

images, and gigabytes of video. Each night, photographs|video were backed up onto an internal disk, an external disk and onto one of gig SO card:

Each of the TG cameras has a labelled kitbag - charger, SD cards, batteries, powerbank, underwater holder. The cameras are waterproof to 15 metres. 2 Olympus housings
(PT-056/PT-058) for the TG-4 and TG-5 are taken - waterproof to 40 metres. (The TG-4 housing is raken "just in case” there is a camera or housing problem for either diver). A
Nauticam E-M1 housing is also taken, along with strobes, arms, etc for this rig. See later Section on Packing to see how these were packed.

We take small pouches for the connectors and spares for the
strobe, eic although, for me, many of these pouches were coa-
lesced into one dive mask case because | ran out of volume in
the suitcase. All these things take up space and weight...

We also take wet lenses for wide angle and Super Maro Con-
verters for close-up photographs of small critters.



Rob purchased a used underwater ultra-wide angle conversion lens Model UWL-04 28mm (see below) for the TG5 housing. It worked a treat - in terms of being easy 1o attach
burp and re-attach underwater. The images were acceptable both below and above water. When taking photos of Whale Sharks, it provided an excellent perspective of tin
divers against the mammoth mammal. The only regret was the lack of detail in terms of Whale Sharks’ surface pattern as mostly only silhoueties were capiured.

It was also found fo set the scene when taking photos of other divers as the full context of the surroundings could be captured from a distance with near 180 degrees in focus.

4

The TGS housing performed brilliantly. There was only one minor flood and thart occurred due to operator error. Rob placed iwo moisture absorbing bags under the camer:
and closed the housing without fully checking the seal under the bags. A small portion from one bag protruded beyond the seal thus allowing water 1o trickle in at an ever st

slow pace at depth. His images ended up with a horizontal water line which rose higher and higher during the dive. Luckily, we were diving at 15 m when the problem becam
anissue - OK for the TGS as it is pressure rated to 15 m. Once on the boat it was easy 1o open up the housing, discover the cause of the leak and fix it prior to the nexi dive.

The housing was easy fo rinse and clean, and Rob soon became familiar with most of the control levers, burions and dials.

He also purchased a tray bar with two handles (see above) from backscatter.com which provided much stability when raking photos and especially videos. It also made han.

dling the camera during swimming much easier and allowed him towrap the lens cover around the bar whilst raking photos.
14



Top Ief'l hand image: Nauticam housing and a wide angle dome port. Note the small lead weights 1 fTset the buoyancy of the
large s portvolume. Middle row, left image: Nauticam macro port. The stmbes and support arms are standard items for UN
and need foam I‘!malmn so as 1o give the overall structure neutral [slightly positive buoyancy (top right hand image).

On the end of the macro port is a dioptre flipper (middle row, first two images). SMCs can be attached to this and Ihe1_.r can qumklv
ﬂlp in front uf'Ihe pm't o gwe gl eater magmf’canun In thls case, two SMCS are scrw.red mgerher on Ihe flip part. | invesiig

Middle row, lastimage: a screw mount on an arm that can convenienily hold an S -..‘muJnsehuwanwf‘uannhough,

The image to the left is a video light that is used to aid in focussing for still images. It sits in the housing's flash mount (but is not
connected there). Since the major image illumination comes from the strobes, the intensity is not relevant.

16
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Little Parakeet Bay

Lacated at the [sland's narth polnt, Litte
Parakeet Bay is a great option for younger
chitdren with its shallow water and calm

carditions. Fel Lo know Lhe Tlourishing
community of ittle tlue-scaled fish, starfish and the accaslonal friendiy ray.

Fish Hook Bay

2n the west end of the Island, and better
suited to more confident snorkelers, Fish

- : Hook Bay showcases the diversity of Tisnh
e i populating the waters of Rotinest. The
bay gats its name from its iconic shape and is sheltzred by surraunding

lirnestons,

Parker Point Snorkel Trail

The Parker Paint I:'mmn:-ntnr],r leatures
several chalce locations far snorkalers 1o
explere, with an abundance of coral and

tropical fish varisties. Follaw the
snorkalling trail marked out by plagues attached to the seabaed and discaver mare
about tha marine lifa native ta tha area. A truly immersive axperignce!

—=almon Bavig Parker FOINL

Mary Cove

Facing southwards near Lo the narraw
neck of the Island, Mary Cove 13 well
protected by the surrounding network of
i reefs just off the shoraline. The coral
specias congregating around tha reel ara hame (o schools af tropical fish, making

for excellent snorkelling conditons.

Little Armstrong Bay

A must-visil for snorkelling enthusiasts,
Little Armslrong Bay is popdlar amongst
those looking for a quiet, calm spot to
submerge themselves in, Il lies in a marine
sancluary zone and for good reason -
zame of the marine [ife enccuntered hare 15 not 1o be found anvwhere else along
the |zland’s coastline.

Jeannie's Pool and Little
Salmon Bay

Easily accessible by bike, Jeannie's Poal
5its just off Little Salmaon Bay and both ars
well-suited to underwater explaration. A
reef extands around the langth of the pramantary and on days with lighter wind

— T

cenditions, stronger snorkelers can embark on a rewarcing expedition fram Little

https://scoop.com.au/beautiful-snorkelling-spots-along-rottnest-islands-coastline/
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Omeo

Port Coogee Marina
Wrecked and Abandoned 1905
Fermerly a 3 masted, screw steamer
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T9pQ_pbu-
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Ammo Jetty
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Ammo Jetty Car park...
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