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Kite and Reel to 

lift your camera 

Camera and control 

mechanism to aim and 

compose your shot 

Set your exposure: 
 

• Aperture, Shutter 

Speed and ISO for the 

conditions and subject 

What You Need for Kite Aerial Photography 



Kite Aerial Photography 

• Many similarities to Street Photography: 

o Pre-visualize the shot you want 

o Quick reflexes to capture the action when it happens 

o No time to optimise camera settings – just do it! 

o Semi automated operation with progressive adjustments pre-set 

• No time to think! 

• Many distractions:  

o Video live feed 

o People asking questions 

o Misbehaving kite! 

• Set and remember! 

• BUT with…  

       …Thousands of dollars at risk… 
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Time:  Early morning, full sun 
Camera: NEX 5n (1.5x crop factor) 
Lens:  Minolta 45mm f1.7 Aperture set to f4  
Mode:   Shutter Priority 
Shutter: 1/4000th of a second 
ISO:  Automatically adjusts to 100 

Yours or Mine? 
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- High quality primes with 
excellent corner resolution  

- Shoot wide, crop savagely 

- Maximum aperture f1.4 to 
f2.8 preferred 

- Resistance to flare 

 

Choose Your Lens to Suit Your Photography 
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- Shoot Raw files only 

- Increase shutter speed by setting – 0.7 EV 

- Sports mode or continuous frames for action 

- Candle light mode for dusk 

- In camera noise reduction – customised to suit ISO 

Other Important Stuff 



Camera Settings 

Ideal Exposure 

Shutter 
Speed 

Aperture 

ISO 

• Manual or pre-set focus 

• TV Mode, Shutter Priority preferred 

• TAv mode for aperture and Shutter 

• Blurry shots not acceptable 

• Use manual lens and set aperture  

o Set shutter to suit conditions 

o Set progressive Noise Reduction 
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Time:  Early morning, full sun  
Camera: NEX 5n  
Lens:  Minolta 45mm f1.7 Aperture set to f4  
Mode:  Shutter Priority 
Shutter: 1/3200th of a second 
ISO:  Automatically adjusts to 200 

Power Glide 
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Time:  20 minutes after after sunset 
Camera: NEX 5n  
Lens:  Sony 16mm f2.8 set to f3.5 
Mode:   Anti motion blur mode (“candle mode”) 
Shutter: 1/60th of a second 
ISO:  Automatically adjusts to 6400 

After Sunset 
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Time:  On sunset 
Camera: Ricoh GR 
Lens:  Ricoh 28mm f2.8  
Mode: TAv mode  
Shutter: 1/2000th second 
ISO:  Auto 1600 

After the Day is Done 
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Time:  Mid morning 
Camera: NEX 5n 
Lens:  Minolta 45mm f1.7 Aperture set to f2  
Mode:  Shutter Priority 
Shutter: 1/4000th of a second 
ISO:  Automatically adjusts to 160 

Kid’s Stuff 
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Time:  Early morning, full sun 
Camera: Ricoh GR 
Lens:  Ricoh 28mm f2.8 set to f4.5  
Mode:   TAv mode 
Shutter: 1/3200th of a second 
ISO:  Automatically adjusts to 140 

Making Tracks 
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Time:  Just after sunset, blue sky 

Camera: NEX 5n 

Lens:  Voigtlander 21mm, f4  
Mode:   Shutter Priority 
Shutter: 1/640th of a second 
ISO:  Automatic adjusts to 2000 
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